
2018-2019 AP Seminar Summer Assignment 
Any questions please email: William.Mayes@ocps.net  

Students should do ALL of the following sections: 
  
SECTION 1 

● Students should find scholarly articles to BOTH SUPPORT and REFUTE each of the 
following topics: 

o   The US government should adopt a carbon tax.  
o   The United States should abolish the capital gains tax.  
o   NCAA student athletes ought to be recognized as employees under the Labor 
Standards Act.  
o   On balance, the current authorization for use of Military Force gives too much 
power to the president.  

● Scholarly articles from the internet should not be from a .com, but rather from a real 
published article from a researcher, not just a reporter. Think of it this way, When you 
watch a new story on Channel 13 News about a rocket being launched to Mars, the 
reporter isn’t an astrophysicist. They are only reporters and know little to nothing about 
science. Do not trust a journalistic article only. Choose an article from someone who has 
keen insight into these topics. 

● Print these articles out. 
● Create a document that copies the entire article as well as the hyperlink. 

  
SECTION 2 

● Now that you have 8 articles (a “support” and a “refute” for each of the four listed topics), 
it’s time to work with them. 

● Identify the CLAIMS in each article.  This can be done by highlighting your document 
YELLOW. 
o   What is a CLAIM? It is usually an opinion based in some kind of fact. For example: 

§  People should eat for vegetables to live longer. 
§  Science is more important than culture. 
§  Every student should  be part of a club in order to be a true member of the 
school community. 

● Identify the WARRANT in each article.  This can be done by highlighting your document 
BLUE. 
o   What is a WARRANT? It is the fact, the proof, the evidence, the truth that the opinion 
was based upon. For example: 

§  A typical 25 year old male who weighs 150 lbs, 5’11” eating 5000 MG of sugar 
a day has a 72% chance of being diagnosed with diabetes by the age of 30 
(Mayo Clinic “Today’s Male Diet” published 2017) 

o   Notice how it has facts and parameters.  It also has a research based information and 
published in a scholarly publication. 
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● Identify the IMPACT in each article.  This can be done by highlighting your document 
PINK. 
o   What is an IMPACT? It is the “so what”.  The IMPACT should lead the reader to 
understand why the claim is important to them. 

§  The Impacts can be seen all over the article, not just at the end. 
§  Often times thesis statements can blend claims and impacts to provide the 
reader with direction. 

  
SECTION 3 

● Be prepared to speak about one of these 4 topics in class. Yes, that means speak in 
front of others. This class will rely heavily on research, writing, and speaking. 
EVERYONE will speak many times throughout the year. 


